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From the Admin Team

Term 2 Week 6, 3 June 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members,
It is very nice to report to our community that our
school is pretty much business as usual and things
are calm and focused. Our attendance is as per usual
and there are many students who have returned to us
this Term in a calm and relaxed state. Our staff are
also enjoying the return to teaching and learning.

wonderful resilience and organisational skills!
Thank you very much to the Parents and Carers
who have facilitated this.

Parents will notice that we are hosting a number of
Student Teachers who are taking their practicums with
us. Many schools are hosting more than the usual
number, as a significant number, especially of final
year teachers, had their final practice dates in schools
curtailed because of COVID-19. This now means
there are currently double the number of students in
schools. The Universities and The Department of
Education are working together, to allow these
students to complete sufficient teaching practice to
qualify. In the case of students undertaking their final
long term practice, should this entire cohort not be
able to complete the course, it would obviously create
a significant teacher shortage in Western Australia in
2021.

Cheers,

Many parents will be aware that we have employed a
Visual Arts and Drama Specialist at our school. Mrs
Jessica Labouchardiere has been teaching Drama in
Semester 1 and will switch to teaching Visual Arts in
Semester 2. We have recently completed a number
of upgrades to our Visual Arts Centre including the
purchase of a sea container to use as a drama and
arts storage facility. We have also completed a
number of upgrades to the inside of the Visual Arts
Centre. Our students, and our whole community,
have quite an interest in the Visual Arts and will
welcome this increased focus for our students. Under
normal circumstances our school would host our
amazing Art Exhibition later this year and we are still
quietly planning to do this in some capacity. We look
forward to sharing more information about this event
as, and if, things unfold.

Tip for parents; Are you always aware of your
child's online activities? We frequently hear of
children who are online in dubious environments,
and or, late into the night.

Scholastic Book Club
Book Club Issue 4 Catalogue was sent
home with students last week. Please
place orders by Friday, 19 June.

P&C Canteen News

The canteen will be opening on Mondays again!
As of Monday, 8 June, we are back to trading three
days per week. Monday’s special
will be ravioli filled with spinach and
ricotta with a delicious Napoli sauce.
Top that with a sprinkle of cheese
and it’s a winner. Only available
Mondays and only $5.
Place your orders up to 4 weeks
ahead at quickcliq.com.au
Uniform Shop
Did you know the Uniform Shop sells Winter
Rainy Day Ponchos in the school colours?
Designed to cover your child and their school bag.
The poncho is available for $18.00 each in the
following sizes; Small (K – Year 1), Medium (Years
2-3) and Large (Years 4-6).
Please note that sizing is an approximation only.
Online orders via Quickcliq only.
Visit quickcliq.com.au and register.

Can we take this opportunity to thank the Parents and
Carers of our Junior Primary Students, for the way in
which they have managed the slightly tricky drop-off
procedures of late. Our Staff report that the students
are very grown up and are moving off to class in a
quiet and calm manner whilst demonstrating
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Red Block Students learning about Food
Safety and Hygiene
Red Block have been learning about food safety and
hygiene practices in Technology.
We had the
pleasure of listening to a talk from one of our
wonderful canteen legends, Mrs Edwards.
The
students learnt about the amount of cleaning that
takes place in the canteen, the temperature that food
needs to be stored and cooked, and all the checks that
are needed when preparing food for other people in a
catering environment. They learnt a lot and now have
a new understanding and respect for the amount of
work that it takes to run our canteen and provide us all
with such delicious food.

Reconciliation Week
This year’s Reconciliation Week theme was “In this Together”. There are two Noongar words for together
- dandjoo and doyintj-doyintj. All classes around the school participated in activities together to
learn more about the Stolen Generation and to celebrate Noongar language and culture.
The Pre Primary Students made purple hibiscus flowers. They mixed blue (wooyan) and red (mirda) paint
to make purple (wooyan-mirda). The native hibiscus, or Cotton Desert Rose, is the symbol for
reconciliation, as it is found all over Australia, and is as strong and resilient as Aboriginal culture. Purple
represents spiritual healing and compassion.
Year 1 Students watched an interview with Florence Onus, a survivor of the Stolen Generation, and
discussed their thoughts and feelings. In Science they learned about Noongar bush tucker and medicine.
They found a paperbark tree, or tea tree, in the school grounds (bibool boorn) and found out that the bark
was used for making bandages and as a roof for shelters (miya). The leaves have many uses too - as an
antiseptic, an insect repellent and for cleaning. The peppermint tree (wanil) leaves can also be used as an
antiseptic.
Year 3 and 4 Students responded to literature about the Stolen Generation - Stolen Girl by Trina Saffioti and
The Burnt Stick by Anthony Hill. Students wondered what it must feel like to be separated from your family.
They were able to empathise with the characters in these stories and develop their social awareness.
Year 5 and 6 Students viewed Adam Goodes’ story, The Final Quarter, with Mr Wotherspoon in Health, and
discussed the issue of racism in sport. They learnt about the concept of cultural respect and the need for us
all to accept and celebrate diversity.
We all discussed the importance of truth-telling and learning from, rather than repeating, the wrongs of the
past. And how all Australians must work together - dandjoo - to heal the past and work towards
reconciliation.
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